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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re the application of 
Yoshihiro FUKANO et al. 

U.S. Serial No. 10/706,945 

Filing Date: November 14, 2003 



Group Art Unit: 367 9 
Examiner: Dun woody , Aaron M 



Title: TUBE JOINT 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR § 
1.56, the attached form and document (s) indicate information of 
which the applicant (s) has/have recently become aware which may 
be relevant to the above-identified application. 

The information is in the form of references, which have 
been cited, in a corresponding Office Action from the German 
Patent Office, dated September 15, 2004 as a foreign counterpart 
application to the present application. 

A copy of the German Office Action is enclosed, along with 
eleven (11) references cited therein. 

The fact that the references have been cited in the foreign 
counterpart application satisfies the applicant's requirement for 
an explanation of relevance concerning these citations, according 
to MPEP § 609. Accordingly, consideration of all references is 
both proper and required. 
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The Examiner is requested to indicate consideration of this 
information by initialing and returning a copy of the Information 
Disclosure Citation form (PTO-1449) attached herewith. 



37 CFR 1.97(e) Statement. Each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was 
first cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this 
information disclosure statement. 



This information is being submitted after receiving a first 
Office Action, but before receipt of a Final Office Action on the 
merits. Hence, in accordance with the 37 CFR § 1.97(e) Statement 
above, no fees are due. Should it be deemed that any fees are 
due in connection with this or any accompanying communication,, 
authorization is given to charge such fees to the Attorney's 
Deposit Account No. 07-2519. 




Date: November 10, 2004 



Paul A. Guss 



Respectfully submitted, 




Paul A. Guss 

Attorney for Applicants 

Reg. No. 33,099 



CS-31-031114 
775 S. 23rd St. #2 
Arlington, VA 22202 
(703) 486-2710 
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Substitute for form 1449/PTO 



Complete If Known 



Application Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Us* as many shoots as necessary) 

i nf h : 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/706,945 



November 14, 2003 



Fukano et al. 



3679 



A. Dunwoody 



V fihflfit I 1 



Attorney Docket Number 



CS-31-031113" 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initiate* 


ute 
No.' 


Document Number 


Pubfication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Unas, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code t<gln3mf 






us - 3294426 


12-27-1966 


Lyon 








us ~ 3684322 


08-15-1972 


Kotsakis 








us * 4 162802 


07-31-1979 


Cox 








us " 6022053 


02-08-2000 


Hukuda 








us * 3214200 


10-26-1965 


Carlson et al. 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T* 


Country Cod*'*Nu/nber*-KInd Cote* {B known) 






JP 2001-193876 


07-17-2001 












DE 41 41 309 


09-10-1992 












DE 37 37 062 


12-14-1989 










DE 195 28 195 


02-06-1997 












DE 87 00415.1 


04-02-1987 












DE 73 36 713 


01-17-1974 









Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). * See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.oov or MPEP 901.04. 5 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code {WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 KJnd of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 4 Applicant is to place a check mark here rf English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information Is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1 .98. The information Is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality Is governed by 35 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection Is estimated to take 2 hours to complete. 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 14S0. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450. 

if you need assistance in completing the form, ca(J 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-80O-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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Application Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Us* as merry aneeJs as nocsssary) 
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Attorney Docket Number CS-31 -031 1 1 4 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


ME NTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 
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JP 2001-193876 


07-17-2001 












DE 41 41 309 


09-10-1992 












DE 37 37 062 


12-14-1989 












DE 195 28195 


02-06-1997 












DE 87 00415.1 


04-02-1987 












DE 73 36 713 


01-17-1974 







' Examiner 




Date 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique dtotion designation number (optional). 1 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents al www.usoto.oov or MPEP 901.04. J Enter Office that Issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3L For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. *Kind of document by 
(he appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 If possible. 'Applicant Is to place a check mark here If English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The Information Is required lo obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.U. This collection Is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450. 

if you need assistance in completing the form, caff 1-Q00-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option Z 



PAGE 4/52 * RCVD AT 1 1/1 072004 2:57:58 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 • DNI8:8729306 ■ C8ID:7034862720 ' DURATION (mnvss):44-C0 



